CHRISTIAN GROWTH KEYS

KEY NO. 24 – KNOWING THE WILL OF GOD FOR OUR LIFE
The bible makes it clear that God has a predestined plan for every person when they come to Christ. God’s desire is that every person would lead a life that is full of purpose and meaning. Jesus Himself said, “The thief does not come except to steal, and to kill, and to destroy. I have come that they may have life, and that they may have it more abundantly.” (John 10:10) God has created each and every one of us uniquely different. (Psalm 139:13-16) Even our experiences before we become a Christian, were known beforehand by God and formed part of our preparation for what He has planned for our life as believers. As Christians we need to choose to commit our plans daily to the Lord so that He can direct our steps in life.
The Apostle wrote, “For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in them.” (Ephesians 2:10) God’s plan for our life unfolds one step at a time. In the book of Psalms we read, “The steps of a good man are ordered by the LORD and He delights in his way.” (Psalm 37:23) Every believer has an important part to play within the Body of Christ. Like the members of the human body, each member of the body of Christ (believer) cannot function properly in isolation, but needs to be connected to other believers in the Body of Christ. 
During our life we have to make many important choices and decisions. The choices that we make in life will ultimately impact our future and how fruitful our lives will be. Making choices in line with God’s will for our life will help us to live a life full of purpose and fruitfulness. Given the times that we are now living in (2 Timothy 3:1-5), times of great lawlessness, how important it is that we constantly stay close to the Lord so that we know His will for our life and make right choices in life.  The Apostle Paul wrote, “See then that you walk circumspectly, not as fools but as wise, redeeming the time, because the days are evil. Therefore do not be unwise, but understand what the will of the Lord is.” (Ephesians 5:15-17) The bible clearly outlines God’s revealed will for our life in every major area of life and how we should relate to Him and to others. 

Being in the centre of God’s will for our life enables us to fulfill what He has planned for our life. As Christians we must always be disciplined and focused in life. We must not allow the things of this world to distract us from following God’s plan for our life. This is crucial to leading a life that is full of purpose and meaning as a believer. In the book of Hebrews we read, “Therefore we also, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which so easily ensnares us, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us.” (Hebrews 12:1) The Apostle Peter also wrote, “Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil walks about like a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour.  Resist him, steadfast in the faith, knowing that the same sufferings are experienced by your brotherhood in the world.”          (1 Peter 5:8-9) KNOWING AND FOLLOWING GOD’S WILL AND PLAN FOR OUR LIFE HELPS US TO LIVE A FRUITFUL LIFE 
I WILL NOW SHARE SEVEN REASONS WHY IT IS SO IMPORTANT TO KNOW AND FOLLOW GOD’S WILL FOR OUR LIFE
1)   WE ONLY HAVE ONE GIFT OF LIFE TO STORE UP TREASURES FOR ETERNITY

At the end of our life here on earth, it is only what we have done for eternity that will matter. We cannot take our earthly possessions with us when we leave our earthly body to be with the Lord, but what we have done here on earth in the name of Jesus will stand for eternity. With this life so fleeting, how important it is that we make the most of every God given opportunity to help see people coming to Christ and to encourage other believers in their walk with the Lord. Being wise stewards of the gifts that God has given us and using them for His glory should always be a primary focus in our life here on earth as believers. (Roman 12:6-8) Jesus Himself said, “Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal; but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” (Matthew 6:19-21)
2) WE WILL ALL ONE DAY STAND BEFORE THE LORD TO BE JUDGED FOR OUR LIFE HERE ON EARTH
We will all one day stand before the Lord to give an account of our life here on earth. As Christians we will not be judged unto condemnation but to determine our eternal rewards for our life here on earth in this body. (Matthew 16:27) The Apostle Paul wrote, “For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may receive the things done in the body, according to what he has done, whether good or bad.” (2 Corinthians 5:10)
As believers our rewards will most likely be determined by i) How faithfully we followed God’s plan for our life (Ephesians 2:10), ii) whether what we did for the Lord was motivated by love (1 Corinthians 13:1-3), and iii) did we do things for the Lord in our own strength and ability or in His power and strength. (1 Peter 4:11)
3)   AS WE FOLLOW GOD’S PLAN FOR OUR LIFE OTHERS WILL COME TO CHRIST AND GROW IN THEIR FAITH
When we are faithful in following the will of God for our life, our lives will make a profound impact in this world for eternity in two distinct ways. Firstly, through our lives others will come to faith in Jesus Christ as we witness to unbelievers. In the book of proverbs we read, “And he who wins souls is wise.” (Proverbs 11:30)  Secondly, by using our spiritual gifts and encouraging other believers, we will help many Christians to fulfill God’s plan and destiny for their own life. Jesus emphasised the importance of making disciples in the Great Commission. Each and every believer has the ability to help others in their Christian walk to grow into maturity. Jesus said to His disciples, “Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptising them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit” (Matthew 28:19) The Apostle Paul also said to the young pastor Timothy, “And the things that you have heard from me among many witnesses, commit these to faithful men who will be able to teach others also.” (2 Timothy 2:2) When Christians are committed to following the will of God for their lives the church makes a big impact on the world. The Apostle Paul wrote, “from whom the whole body, joined and knit together by what every joint supplies, according to the effective working by which every part does its share, causes growth of the body for the edifying of itself IN LOVE.” (Ephesians 4:16)
4)   FOLLOWING THE LORD’S PLAN FOR OUR LIFE IS A KEY TO LIVING A LIFE FULL OF PURPOSE AND MEANING
True purpose and meaning in life can only ever come from being in the centre of God’s will for our life. King Solomon was the richest man in the world, had 700 wives and 300 concubines and achieved many great things in life. Yet near the end of his life King Solomon said, after his wives had turned his heart after other gods for many years, (1 Kings 11:4-6) “Therefore I turned my heart and despaired of all the labour in which I had toiled under the sun.” (Ecclesiastes 2:20) “Therefore remove sorrow from your heart, and put away evil from your flesh, for childhood and youth are vanity. Remember now your creator in the days of your youth, before the difficult days come, and the years draw near when you say, “I have no pleasure in them.” (Ecclesiastes 11:10-12:1) 
God’s plan for our life, though not exempt from trials and challenges, (Acts 14:22) is far greater than we could ever imagine. As we are faithful in the little, God will use us to do great things for Him. The Apostle Paul wrote, “Now to Him who is able to do exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power that works in us.”          (Ephesians 3:20) God has the best plan for our life which is full of purpose and meaning.
5)   HAVING A CLEAR GOD GIVEN VISION FOR OUR LIFE HELPS US TO STAY FOCUSSED ON WHAT GOD HAS CALLED US TO DO IN LIFE (Having a clear vision for our life helps to see God’s will for our life unfolding)  
Having a clear written down God given vision helps us to stay focused on the eternal things in life. The bible makes it clear that it is imperative that we have a clear vision for our life. The Lord said to the Prophet Habakkuk, “Write the vision and make it plain on tablets, that he may run who reads it.” (Habakkuk 2:2a) In the book of Proverbs we read, “Where there is no revelation, the people cast off restraint; But happy is he who keeps the law.” (Proverbs 29:18)
A clear written down God given vision for our life,
i) Helps to make us more fruitful in our Christian walk (John 15:16)
ii) Better enables us to overcome the temptations and distractions that we all experience in life (1 Peter 5:8) (James 1:12-16)
iii) Helps us to make plans for each day, each week and each year to help see God’s vision and purpose for our life unfolding and coming to pass (Proverbs 21:5)
iv) Helps us to be more focused on equipping ourselves for the tasks that God has given us to do in life (2 Timothy 2:15)
v) Helps us to better prioritise what we spend our time and money on. (Sowing into eternal things), and
vi) Enables us to remain strong and focused when we are going through times of great discouragement (Galatians 6:9)
6)   WHEN WE CONTINUALLY SEEK TO FOLLOW GOD’S WILL FOR OUR LIFE OUR EVERY NEED WILL BE MET
When we continually seek to pursue the will of God for our life, we can be assured that all of our needs will always be met. Jesus Himself said, “But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you.” (Matthew 6:33) MAINTAINING AN ONGOING INTIMATE WALK WITH THE LORD IS THE KEY TO STAYING IN THE WILL OF GOD FOR OUR LIFE (Proverbs 3:5-6) There will be different seasons in our life. As we stay close to the Lord He speaks to us and guides us through His Word. (Psalm 119:105) The Holy Spirit also guides and directs us (John 16:13) when we commit our works to the LORD. (Proverbs 16:3) We need to be continually led by the Holy Spirit as believers. (Romans 8:14)
7)   WHEN WE ARE YOKED WITH JESUS AND FOLLOW HIS PLAN FOR OUR LIFE WE EXPERIENCE HIS REST
When we continually commit to following God’s plan for our life, we see God moving on our behalf and opening up doors that no man can close. As we learn to walk in the Spirit we find that God empowers us to perform all that He has called us to do in life. The Bible makes it clear that His strength is made perfect in our weakness. Jesus Himself said, “Come to Me, all you who labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For My yoke is easy and My burden is light.” (Matthew 11:28-30)
